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If you could use the foundational  prin- 
ciples of early Methodism as catalysts 
for renewal in your congregation today, 
would you be interested? I am going 
to guess that you would be. Thanks to 
Abingdon Press, we can now follow 
the formative path that John and 
Charles Wesley (and others) set forth 
for “the people called Methodist”—
the formative journey of character, 
conduct, and covenant.

The Wesleys laid the good foundation  
for Methodism on the bedrock of 
character with the document “The 
Character of a Methodist” (1742), 
following it just a year later with “The 
General Rules of the United Societies,” 
which laid out the fundamental 
aspects of conduct that such 
character would ignite. After a decade 
of using this twofold pattern for 
disciple-making, John Wesley added 
the Covenant Renewal service (1755), 
which gave the early Methodists an 
annual opportunity to renew their 
promises to God.

Abingdon Press has made available 
these three seminal documents 
in a series of updated resources: 
my book Five Marks of a Methodist 
(character), Rueben Job’s book Three  
Simple Rules (conduct), and Magrey 
R. deVega’s book One Faithful Promise  

used meaningfully at other times in 
the Christian Year, as well.

The directions describe a �vefold 
experience that the Covenant Re- 
newal service provided—an experi- 
ence for worshippers to con�de in 
God, compose their spirits, claim the 
covenant, choose faithfulness, and 
connect to God in prayer. Magrey 
unpacks each of these experiences 
in the chapters of his excellent book. 
In an epilogue, he shows how these 
formative experiences are part of 
what he calls “a complete promise” 
contained in the accompanying Five 
Marks and Three Simple Rules volumes. 

I end this review with Magrey’s own 
words—words that not only bring his 
volume to a close but also serve to 
remind us how important all this is: 
“Learn to o�er God the fullness of your 
whole being, and do so in the context 
of community, sharing the Christian 
journey together. God desires from 
you nothing less than a complete and 
continuing promise.”2

1. Magrey R. deVega, One Faithful Promise: The Wesleyan 
 Covenant for Renewal (Abingdon Press, 2016), 6.

2. Ibid., 64. 

(covenant). In addition to these 
three books, small-group resources 
accompany each volume, including 
a leader guide, a participant guide, 
and a DVD in which each author talks 
more about his topic.

Magrey deVega’s volume is the latest 
in the series, published in August of 
2016. It can be used (as can the other 
two) as a stand-alone study, or it can 
be integrated into the formative 
�ow of character, conduct, and 
covenant as congregations engage 
in an extended journey similar to 
what Wesley imagined for the early 
Methodists themselves. Whatever 
the case, Magrey’s volume reminds 
us that our character and conduct 
as Christians must be rooted in 
covenant; otherwise, our intentions 
will eventually wane and perhaps 
evaporate altogether. Clearly Wesley 
saw the Covenant Renewal service 
(along with the annual conference 
and the regular meetings of classes 
and bands) providing the ongoing life 
for the early Methodist people. 

Magrey describes the �rst such 
service in August of 1755, where an 
estimated 1,800 people gathered 
outside an English village church to 
root themselves �rmly in God’s grace 
and to testify that they belonged, 
heart and soul, to God. John Wesley 
said of that evening, “Such a night I’d 
rarely seen before. Surely the fruit of 
it will remain forever.”1 Similar services 
were held annually after that (usually 
at the �rst of the year) until in 1780, 
when John Wesley added “Directions 
for Renewing Our Covenant with God” 
to the regular order of service. Today 
the Covenant Renewal service can be 
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“Decades after ordination opened for women in mainline churches, the 
struggle for acceptance and equality goes on. This is an important book 
which narrates the deep costs of sexism and imagines a new form of 
women's leadership rooted and grounded in authentic love and genuine 
hospitality.” —Leanne Van Dyk, Columbia Theological Seminary

“Karoline Lewis knows that Christian ministry cannot be practiced 
without telling and performing the truth. In this fast-paced, passionate 
book, Lewis tells some tough truth that is also life-giving to pastors. She 
particularly shows how women in ministry can be empowered by 
analyzing the structures of power that function to disempower women.  
Here’s an exciting experiment in telling the truth about women in 
ministry that I found to be both judgment upon and a gracious gift to my 
own ministry.”—Will Willimon

AbingdonPress.com

She
Five Keys to Unlock the Power of Women in Ministry
9781501804946

Is Christian leadership distinct from "leadership" in general?  Arthur 
Boers examines Jesus’s pattern of leadership and shows how this pattern 
is rooted in service and sacri�ce, is cautious about power and hierarchies, 
and prioritizes the vulnerable.

“Arthur Boers has at last written the book we have sorely needed, a book 
that is destined to become the main text in my seminary courses in 
church leadership, a book that is sure to be enthusiastically received by 
thousands of contemporary Christian leaders.  Boers energetically 
underscores the joyful peculiarity of speci�cally Christian leadership.  
His book is unique: a biblically based, Christologically grounded defense 
of leadership in the name of Christ.”—Will Willimon

Servants and Fools
A Biblical Theology of Leadership 
9781426799785



They are simple phrases. They sound Christian—like 
something you might fi nd in the Bible. We’ve all heard these 
words. Maybe we’ve said them. They capture some element 
of truth, yet they miss the point in important ways. The 
clichés include:

• Everything happens for a reason.
•  God helps those who help themselves.
•  God won’t give you more than you can handle.
• God said it, I believe it, that settles it.
• Love the sinner, hate the sin.

Join Adam Hamilton in this 6-week Bible study to search 
for the whole truth by comparing common Christian clichés 
with the wisdom found in Scripture. 

Resources Include: 
• Book • DVD
• Leader Guide • Youth Study

Adam Hamilton is senior pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection 

in Leawood, Kansas, named by The Church Report as the most infl uential mainline 

church in America. Hamilton is the best-selling author of The Call, Revival, The Way, 

24 Hours That Changed the World, The Journey, When Christians Get It Wrong and 

Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White.
Learn more at

AdamHamilton.org

AbingdonPress.com | 800.251.3320

Search for the Whole Truth
by Comparing Common Christian Clichés

2222 Rosa L. Parks Blvd.
P.O. Box 280988
Nashville, TN 37228-0988

Moving? Please call (615) 749-6717 or 
e-mail databaseservices@umpublishing.org
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